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RELIGIOUSSYMBOLISMISTHEUSEOFSYMBOLS,
INCLUDINGARCHETYPES,ACTS,ARTWORK,EVENTS,OR 
NATURALPHENOMENA,BYARELIGION.RELIGIONSVIEW 
RELIGIOUSTEXTS,RITUALS,ANDWORKSOFARTAS 
SYMBOLSOFCOMPELLINGIDEASORIDEALS.SYMBOLS
HELPCREATEARESONANTMYTHOSEXPRESSINGTHE 
MORALVALUESOFTHESOCIETYORTHETEACHINGSOFTHE 
RELIGION,FOSTERSOLIDARITYAMONGADHERENTSAND 
BRINGADHERENTSCLOSERTOTHEIROBJECTOFWORSHIP.
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THESTUDYOFRELIGIOUSSYMBOLISMIS 
EITHERUNIVERSALIST,ASACOMPONENTOF 

COMPARATIVERELIGIONANDMYTHOLOGY,OR
INLOCALIZEDSCOPE,WITHINTHECONFINES 
OFARELIGION’SLIMITSANDBOUNDARIES.

HEREARESOMEOFTHEMOSTPOPULAR 
RELIGIOUSSYMBOLSFROMOURPAST.
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Upright pentacles and pentagrams 
are among the most widely used 
religious symbols. They have been 
used in many eras and by many 
cultures and religions of the world: 
by ancient Pagans, ancient Israelites, 
Christians, magicians, Wiccans and 
others.
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THEHAPPYMANISASECULARICONANDTHEOFFICIALSYMBOLOFTHE 
INTERNATIONALHUMANISTANDETHICALUNION(IHEU),AWORLDBODYFOR 

HUMANISM,ANDHASBEENADOPTEDBYMANYHUMANISTORGANIZATIONSAND 
INDIVIDUALSWORLDWIDE.ITSORIGINWASACOMPETITIONORGANIZEDIN1965BY 

THEBRITISHHUMANISTASSOCIATIONTOFINDASYMBOLFORITSELF.DENIS
BARRINGTONCREATEDTHEWINNINGDESIGN.

OFTENREPRESENTSSELF-REFLEXIVITYORCYCLICALITY,ESPECIALLYIN 
THESENSEOFSOMETHINGCONSTANTLYRE-CREATINGITSELF,THEETERNAL 

RETURN,ANDOTHERTHINGSPERCEIVEDASCYCLESTHATBEGINANEWAS
SOONASTHEYEND.

HAPPYHUMAN
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The sun cross, or more commonly known as 
the sun wheel, a cross inside a circle, is a 
common symbol in artifacts of Prehistoric 
Europe, particularly during the Neolithic to 
Bronze Age periods.

SUNCROSS
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TRISKELION
Atriskelion or triskele is a motif consisting of three 
interlocked spirals, or three bent human legs, or any 
similar symbol with three protrusions and threefold 
rotational symmetry. Atriskelion is the symbol of 
Brittany, as well as the Isle of Man and Sicily (where it is 
called Trinacria).



ASYMBOLPOPULARLYUSEDASREPRESENTING
SLAVICNEOPAGANISM,ORMORESPECIFICALLY
THEPANENTHEISMADVOCATEDBYTHERPK,IS

KNOWNAS“HANDSOFGOD.”
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UNICURSALHEXAGRAM
THEUNICURSALHEXAGRAMISAHEXAGRAMORSIX-POINTEDSTARTHATCAN 
BETRACEDORDRAWNUNICURSALLY,INONECONTINUOUSLINERATHERTHAN 
BYTWOOVERLAIDTRIANGLES.THEHEXAGRAMCANALSOBEDEPICTEDINSIDE 
ACIRCLEWITHTHEPOINTSTOUCHINGIT.ITISUSEDINTHEGREEKANDHINDU 

MYTHOLOGIESASASYMBOLOFDEDICATIONTOTHEDIVINERULERS.

HANDSOFGOD



Being religious is defined as the outward act or form by which a person 
indicates their recognition of the existence of a god or of gods having power 
over their destiny, to whom obedience, service, and honor are due. Having a 
religious belief or faith is being in awe of some superhuman and overruling 
power, whether by profession of belief, by observance of rites and
ceremonies, or by the conduct of life. Religion is a framework of beliefs 
relating to supernatural or superhuman beings or forces that transcend the 
everyday material world. Being religious is to have a strong belief, a faith in a 
supernatural power or powers that control human destiny; "he lost his faith 
but not his morality".
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THERE ARE MANY RELIGIONS WORSHIPPED ALL OVER THE WORLD, THE
LARGEST OF THESE ARE CHRISTIANITY, ISLAM, JUDAISM, SIKHISM,
SHINTOISM, BUDDHISM, HINDUISM, CONFUCIANISM AND TAOISM. SYMBOLS
AREAVITALPARTOFEVERYRELIGION,THEYAREOBJECTSTHATFOLLOWERS
WORSHIP AND PRAY TO.THEY ARE TOOLSFORTEACHING THERELIGION TO
OTHERS AND ITEMS ARE OFTEN PASSED DOWN FROM GENERATION TO
GENERATION. EACH INDIVIDUAL RELIGIOUS SYMBOL HAS ITS OWN DEEP
SIGNIFICANCE;THEMUSLIMPRAYERMATANDTHECATHOLICROSARYBEADS
AREJUSTTWOEXAMPLESTHATHAVEHUGESIGNIFICANCETOFOLLOWERSOF
THESEFAITHS.
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09



Religious symbolism and iconography-
KurtMoritz Artur Goldammer

REFERENCES:

10

https://www.britannica.com/contributor/Kurt-Moritz-Artur-Goldammer/1101

